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Michelle Abdo Kanaan

After graduating from the Lebanese university, | decided to

extend my knowledge in the field of lllustration, and work on
sharpening my skills in the Art of Visual Story Telling.

I applied for a scholarship to Japan, and after two years of being a
research student, | started my Masters degree in Nihon University
where | was able to immerse myself in the art of Picture Books.

Those two years of Masters were a great period of growth for me.
And | was able to challenge myself by putting to use all that | have
learnt and create a book of my own.

| kept one goal in mind, that | would only tell real stories that
highlight issues in our world. More specifically, | wanted to talk
about children who are deprived form their rights. The physical and
emotional security, nutrition, education and other rights.

| have come to understand that the right picture book can play a
crucial role in bringing awareness to the readers about the issues
that the world is suffering from. And can inspire not only children,
but adults as well, to be part of finding solutions to those problems.

For my Masters' project | decided to create a picture book about
the water crisis that many countries suffer from. | wanted to tell the
story of millions of children around the word, who have to wake up
every day before sunrise, to go on a five miles journey in the heat
in order to fetch water. And even if they manage to find water, it is
usually polluted and is in consequence is the biggest cause of
death of children under the age of five.

The reason why | had chosen to talk about the issue of water is
because | think it is the most fundamental one. Without water,
there is no nutrition, no food, no health and no life. Furthermore,
the Water Issue is at the basis of other issues as well. Children are
exposed to various dangers through their daily walks to remote
places, and the time that they put on the road, is the time taken
away from them being in school. In other words, children grow up
deprived form their right of acquiring an education.

My concept for that picture book was to tell a story without the
use of words. For | was inspired by the difficulty of the language
barrier that | had experienced when | came to Japan. | thought that
it would be important for me to create a book that would commu-
nicate to children and adults from all over the world. There are
more than fifty languages on the planet, but there is one language
we all share, and that is Art.

And creating a wordless picture book also makes the reading
experience very personal to the reader. There are no words that will
tell you what the character is feeling or thinking. You are left to use
your sensitivity and your power to analyze in order to depict what
is happening on the page.

After | graduated | found that | had in me the motivation to create
more books that touch upon other important issues. | want to
create more stories and try various other visual expressions.

In order to find my own style, or what some illustrators like to call
"my Voice" in visual storytelling, | will have to study the great
picture book creators and find what makes their creations a world-
wide success.

Anthony Browne, Shaun Tan, Wolf Erlbruch, Anno Mitsumasa,
Oliver Jeffers... those are some of the creators who in many ways
have broken the traditional ways of Picture Books Creation. Their
expressions are bold and highly effective. My goal is to study the
great works of those artists from around the world, who's master-
pieces fit into that category in children's literature, known in certain
countries as the "Sophisticated Picture Books" category. A category
in which one finds books that tell important, real stories about our
world through a bold and honest language. Whether it's Death,
loss, war or violence, there are story tellers who do not fear telling
the truth about the hardships of the human life. And these are the
artists that treat the young reader, not as an innocent child but as
an adult. My goal is to learn how to tell complex stories in an
honest, yet sensitive and effective way, that would leave an effect
on the reader long after they will have turned the last page.
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